Microphotographic Bibliomancy
An exhibition presents glimpses and commentary
Opening: November 13, 2012, 7pm
Exhibition on display: November 14, 2012–February 17, 2013

An exhibition in connection with Eyes On—Month of Photography Vienna.
In a variation on the practice of bibliomancy—a technique of interpretation and divination based on random selection—pictures from the photography collection of the Austrian Museum of Folk Life and Folk Art are combined with objects from the museum’s display collection. Writers respond to the resulting pairs of photograph and object by creating associative texts, recordings of which can be heard in the exhibition. The expressive quality engendered by this encounter between objects, photographs, and stories brings the historic objects into the present in a very open fashion. The show “Microphotographic Bibliomancy: An exhibition presents glimpses and commentary” is an experiment that explores possible ways of interpreting museum exhibits beyond the strictures of scholarly classification.

Bibliomancy is a technique of exegesis and divination for which the Bible was opened at random; the practitioner then blindly chose a passage and elucidated it. This principle of fortuitous selection and subsequent interpretation was employed to choose fourteen objects from the display collection of the Austrian Museum of Folk Life and Folk Art and fourteen photographs from its photography collection. The pairs of photograph and object were likewise formed at random. Writers contemplate the resulting duets and create stories based on their associations.

For the exhibition, the objects are removed from the display collection (where temporary replicas will stand in for them) and presented in conjunction with the photographs in a special exhibition gallery; the stories based on the individual combinations of object and photograph can be heard via headphones.

The play with free associations in this experimental exhibition format seeks to challenge the visitor to observe how the combinations spark stories that we implicitly always carry with us, engendering an animation of history based on, and into, our present.

A project created by Herbert Justnik, curator, Museum of Folk Life and Folk Art, and the artist Matthias Klos.
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